“DIVING FROM DANGER”

By MACM(SW) Rich Carpenter

     “All KNB, All KNB, Lighting, Lighting, Lighting, Missiles Inbound…...”  Thus sounded the often-heard alert signal at KNB during Operations ENDURING FREEDOM and IRAQI FREEDOM.    Every time Iraq fired off one of its missiles, residents of KNB reacted with a no-kidding urgency to don a gas mask and take cover.

     The most popular question here among troops at KNB was, “Are we having fun yet?”  It is a question asked with a bit of exhaustion.  A man in Baghdad was busy influencing KNB’s daily schedule with a simple formula; launch an Iraqi scud…force troops to bunkers.  The U.S. military had expected Saddam Hussein’s missiles to be carrying biological or chemical agents, so troops were ordered into protective gear and bunkers whenever a missile launch was detected.  At any hour of the night or day, coalition radar picked up missile launches and the alarm was sounded.  At that point, all personnel went bunker “diving.”  Everyone packed into bunkers built around KNB and fumbled to tighten gas mask straps in conditions reminiscent of sardines in a can.  Staring at each other through thick lenses, the troops ensured that those around them had properly protected themselves from chemical hazards.

     These bunkers are odd-looking desert shelters - a sandbag lined 20-foot shipping container placed in a 4-foot deep hole with earthen and sandbagged sides and roof.  Troops referred to these shelters as “Scud Bunkers.”  “These scud bunkers were built to provide some limited protection from missile attacks at KNB and were installed mainly for protecting coalition troops from shrapnel and debris,” stated MACM(SW) Rich Carpenter, ACB-1 Force Protection LCPO, and supervisor of bunker construction.

     During the initial build-up of KNB, several missile attack drills were conducted, but it was soon realized that there was only limited protective shelter for the 3000-plus coalition forces berthed at the camp.  Collected heads brainstormed, and a prototype scud bunker was designed and built outside the Camp OIC’s tent.  After some trial and error, and a few modifications, the Seabees were ready to start building the 76 scud bunkers needed for protection of the entire camp population.

     Building these scud bunkers, found scattered around the entire camp, was no easy task.  The project involved personnel from every tenant command onboard KNB.  Seventy-six 20-foot shipping containers were emptied and trucked to the camp and used as the basic structure.  Each scud bunker location consisted of a group of 4 containers.  Nineteen holes measuring 45’ long, 20’ wide and 4’ deep each were dug.  While this long and grueling work was ongoing, daily sandbag working parties were filling thousands of sandbags that would be used to complete the bunkers.  The containers were placed in the holes and “HESCO” barriers were placed on the exposed sides above ground and filled with hundreds of cubic meters of sand.  The remaining sides of the containers and the roof were then sandbagged to complete the hardening of the structure.  Field phones were then added to provide communications with the Beach Support Commander (BSC).

     “I’m thankful that a missile never landed at Camp Patriot, but I felt safe knowing I had the scud bunkers to dive into,” concluded LCDR Dale Tysor, the ACB-1 Training Officer.          

     Tons of sweat and long hours finally gave KNB personnel added comfort, knowing that during missile attacks, a scud bunker was only a “dive” away.  And dive they did - morning, afternoon and night during the numerous missile attacks on Kuwait!!!!!!! 

