KUWAIT NAVAL BASE & CAMP PATRIOT CLEAN-UP DAY

By BMC DEONDRA QUARLES

“Most people don’t live in a dirty house – so why would they want to live in a dirty camp,” said EA2 Anthony Johnson from Vallejo, California.  The residents of Camp Patriot don’t, and recently took the opportunity to participate in all-hands’ cleanup days.

The cleanup of and Camp Patriot took place on February 23 and March 17, 2003.  Coordinated by Amphibious Construction Battalion ONE (ACB-1) Beach Support Command (BSC), under the operational guidance of LCDR George Suther, ACB-1 Operations Officer, this clean up involved over 19 tenant commands, and over 800 individuals from every branch of service, and every corner of Camp Patriot.

The base, which encompasses over 200-acres of land, received a good field day by Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, Airmen and Coast Guard personnel alike.  According to the Camp Maintenance Director, Steel Worker Chief Kane, from Cohoe, New York, remarked that, “It really makes you feel better about living here when you know you live in a cleaner and more healthy environment.”

Major areas of cleanup included the beaches, camp berthing spaces, ammunition staging areas and the transportation yards.  To accommodate the base wide clean up, 4 additional dumpsters were ordered and staged around the camp for easy accessibility by all that participated.

Even though cleanup lasted only a few hours both days, the preparation started several days in advance.  The camp and base were broken down into several grid areas.  Each unit, or command, was assigned a particular grid area based on the total number of personnel assigned to the individual unit.  A representative from each command walked their grid prior to cleanup, and became familiar with their area of responsibility.  “This walk through helped improve dumpster placement and resolved most questions concerning the disposal procedures of wood, metal, or other materials,” said CMDCM Kevin Eichmann, ACB-1 Command Master Chief, from Glidden, Wisconsin.

After several hours of pitching-in, Camp Patriot residents felt good about contributing to a stronger relationship between U.S. forces and the host nation – showing that the Kuwaiti invitation here was respected and appreciated.  Camp Patriot residents proved that they were proud of their environment and surroundings.  

