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Hazardous Waste Control and Disposal at Camp Patriot

by CDR Bill Heine, CEC, USNR

Wherever there are people, machinery or equipment, there eventually is hazardous waste (HAZWASTE).  Camp Patriot is no exception.  Normally a HAZWASTE organization falls under the public works department, however, for a variety of reasons it was assigned to the safety office, with contractor interface support provided by the Camp Requirements Office (CRO).  The heart of the HAZWASTE operation is located in the CRO/Safety tent, near the main entrance to “Green Camp.”

The CRO was originally tasked, back at homeport, with collection of HAZWASTE from all tenant commands at Camp Patriot.  It was realized, early on, that HAZWASTE would be a challenging responsibility, especially when there could be a dozen separate generators trying to follow Kuwait/US Forces guidance on proper handling and disposal.

Upon arrival in early January, EA2 Lobera was assigned the responsibility of setting up and operating a HAZWASTE collection and storage yard and developing plans for the disposal of the wastes.  He immediately introduced himself to the tenant commands on base and wrote the basic documents defining how the HAZWASTE yard was going to operate.  He personally believes that “each person is the beginning of the total environmental program”.  His proactive planning helped to garner willing support from all commands, while establishing a particularly strong partnership with the Army’s 24th Transportation Battalion.

EA2 Lobera laid out and built a HAZWASTE yard of about 4000 square feet in the camp transportation yard.  The HAZWASTE yard is designed to hold up to 3000 gallons of liquid HAZWASTE, with secondary retention if there should be a massive leak, and tons of other HAZWASTE products.  The typical mix of HAZWASTE includes: used POL, contaminated fuel, lead acid and lithium batteries, engine coolant, battery acid, oily rags, silver based chemicals from x-ray machines, and bio-wastes from medical.

One form of HAZWASTE that can be controlled by all camp personnel, is fuel soaked soil.  All of Camp Patriot has been inspected for secondary containment around generators, light plants and under vehicles.  Since the best HAZWASTE program starts with risk management, ACB-1 has provided expert ORM guidance to ensure positive results.  Because of this early attention to environmental preservation, there are no camps cleaner in the area of fuel spills, than Camp Patriot.

To date, over 20 tons of used POL and contaminated fuel, 2 tons of oily rags, 4 tons of batteries, and 1000 pounds of battery acid and coolant have been collected and either picked up by CENTCOM approved vendors, or convoyed to Camp Doha to be disposed of according to strict regulations.

The latest project involves the reprocessing of POL contaminated soils on base.  A 4000 square foot farm was established where the contaminated material is spread in 4-inch thick layers.  Every day the farm is watered, and once a week the soil is turned over.  Natural bacteria in the soil breaks down the oil and approximately eight weeks after the soil is deposited, it can be reused for any purpose.

Camp Patriot continues to produce HAZWASTE on a daily basis.  However, with ORM procedures in place and a well-organized plan, the products are quickly and efficiently processed for proper environmental disposal.  The camp HAZWASTE office continues to provide service that is second to none. 

