                                                     Adventures in Purchasing







By LT Tom Price

   Have you ever wanted to test your driving skill with a pack of racers who don’t hesitate to trade a little paint?   What about putting together “big dollar” business deals, or haggling with savvy shop keepers in Kuwait city at midnight? Have you ever wondered what it would be like to go on the ultimate scavenger hunt everyday, trying to locate everything from nuts and bolts to 175 ton cranes?  Well, if you add all of this, and threw in the occasional missile being fired off over head, you would have a pretty average day in the life of a Camp Patriot Storekeeper (SK). 

   Though  Camp Patriot residents may not realize it, many items that are used everyday were acquired by one of the camp’s six SKs.   Led by the intrepid and determined duo of SK1 Cruz and SK1 Paman, this team of professional procurers did everything to locate, negotiate, and purchase much of the material necessary for the operation of Camp Patriot and tenant mission readiness.

.    

   In the camp’s early days, purchasing runs into Kuwait City sometimes departed at 0900 and returned at 0200.  The team learned the streets and cultural idiosyncrasies quickly.  Little time was wasted as every request was an emergency preparation for war.  On these field trips, numerous business contacts were made and sources of supply established.  Even the most junior SKs had the opportunity to sit in on million dollar deals, rubbing elbows with some of Kuwait’s big business leaders.  Over the last four months each SK has had plenty of adventures and notable accomplishments, but the one thing shared in common by all, was the desire to make the camp successful.

SK1 (SCW) Felix “The Mayor” Cruz from San Diego, CA, made it a point to shake hands with everyone in sight, establishing friendships ranging from Kuwaiti Customs and Military Officials, to the Philippine Embassy Security Force.  SK1 (SCW) Francisco Paman, also from San Diego, made so many trips into the city that he could easily navigate the maze of streets not even covered on the official Kuwait road map.  LT Tom Price, another San Diego native, helped coordinate and track the multitude of purchase requests, while also keeping the Supply Department administrative tasks on track. 

SK2 Shao Thrasher from Brooklyn Center, MN, and SK3 (SCW) Tom Guerra, from Laredo, TX, were able to see the Patriot missile system function during a trip to Camp Doha, probably much closer up than they ever wanted, as two missiles streaked just yards overhead.  It was, in SK3 Guerra’s words, “a bit exhilarating.”     

   SK3 (SCW) Latonya Starks, from Chicago, IL, found time to earn her Seabee Combat Warfare pin amid hectic trips for supplies to Camp Arifjan and Kuwait City.  SK3 Crystal Caesar, from Riverdale, MD, managed to make friends with U.S. Embassy personnel who helped her learn the ins and outs of Kuwaiti traffic regulations.  She was also assigned to help clear misrouted Navy cargo that had accumulated at the Kuwait Airport, ensuring that Navy units all over the theater received what they ordered.

   LCDR Johnny Adams, ACB-1 Supply Officer, from Hazlehurst, MS, acted in a duel role as both the SUPPO for ACB-1 and the N4 for the Commander Maritime Prepositioning Force (CMPF)Staff.  “The easy part of having both roles to fill was that requirements from CMPF were usually requirements that would be ACB-1’s responsibility as bed down manager anyway… The hard part was the sheer volume of requests.  In spite of the small number of SKs we had to support a camp population that neared 4000, we managed to meet tenant needs through teamwork and long hours in our vehicles.”

   During the frenzy and excitement of supply runs, the SK staff accomplished some substantial work, spending over one and a half million dollars on government purchase cards, and assisting in spending another $6.4 million in support contracts.  Tasked initially with bed-down management support only, the logistic demands from tenant commands rapidly expanded to include: arranging for fuel access from the Kuwait Navy, procuring repair parts and consumable supplies, and arranging transportation and shipping.      

   No matter if it was camp tenants, units passing through, or even ships at sea, the Camp Patriot Supply Department has given its all to ensure that logistic needs could be met.  As the withdrawal of troops begins, the six member staff will continue going to hardware and department stores all over Kuwait, crunching numbers, and helping to arrange services.  Always behind the scenes, the SKs continue to play a vital role in every operation or project that makes Camp Patriot possible.                 

