RUNNIN’ GUNZ

By GM2 A. Palacio

The Seabee combat warriors of PHIBCB ONE are best defined as a team of individuals utilizing prowess in that of construction to accomplish the amphibious support and humanitarian needs of the US NAVY.  As well as being capable of exhibiting combative strength, via offensive or defensive needs i.e. the Seabee Combat Warrior. 
The attributes of the diverse aspects of construction are nothing short of astonishing, by that of PHIBCB ONE personnel.  It is, at times of war, where the attributes of a warrior must be honed, evaluated, and analyzed. Yet the question may be raised, to what is a warrior?  Literal definition proclaims a warrior to be one whom chronically engages in that of combat or physical tribulation.  Although such definition is correct in totality, warfare, and in that the warrior itself has changed and evolved via the undying symphony of time. Has it not!?

  
In the times of medieval Europe it was the occupation of the squire, whom was usually a youth of noble decent, to aid the Knight of the homeland with all refinements pertaining to the preparation of warfare.  These tasks were completed in hopes that upon adulthood the squire would receive the title of his former master.  Continuing on with the elapse of time we come to that of the Revolutionary War.  Indeed warfare continued, but in itself had changed. The time of the sword was long forgotten and the innovations of the era had brought forth the first rudimentary firearms.  Although the Minute Man, ergo the Revolutionary warrior, lacked finesse and the refinements of today’s strategic implications, the warrior in whole was improving and evolving nonetheless.  So once more time elapses, and we come to the present day, a time of technology as well as intellectual fortitude wherein the American warrior has become that of a work of art, prepared for any contingency and situation assigned, well adorned with the will to complete the gravest of missions.

  
With that let us reflect once more to the Seabee combat warriors of PHIBCB ONE.  Indeed their in-rate education endows them with a large scope of intellect in that of engineering, yet one may ask are they in fact a warrior upon arrival to ACB ONE?

The answer is arguably “NO.”  The intrinsically broad spectrum of a warriors knowledge is something of patience and development.  Hence, given those criteria, in the dire times of war, would fresh young Seabees be sent unknowingly into the fray? Of course not, PHIBCB ONE personnel must attend indoctrinations, attain qualifications, and classes pertaining to all composed aspects that does forge the strengths of a warrior. These courses attended ranged anywhere from land navigation and Mission Oriented Protective Posture (MOPP) to field medicine and weaponry familiarization and certification. 

   
All of these attributes are crucial to a warrior’s survival, let us examine what makes the warrior what they truly are. The warrior is a fighter, a combative, one who shall kill if the needs of the mission delegate it so. But what does one bring to the battlefield? The sword or the archers bow?  Indeed not! It is in our era of technological advances and sophistication that today’s warrior relies upon that of the assault rifle. The long sword of today if you will. All the while along with a large scale of diverse implemented firearms.

  
Yet much as the sword of yesterday, which required dexterity of the hand and swiftness of the mind, the totality of firearms require the greatest of education before one is ready to “load and lock.”  There are marksmanship fundamentals, safety parameters and procedures, maintenance requirements, live fire training, and even psychological evaluation on that of the warrior to be, which must all be incorporated until the finished product is produced.  Thus the skills of the warrior attained to support and complete the mission.

   
Given the scale of what must be instructed and learned, who would be willing to bestow such technological knowledge to that of the new blood of PHIBCB ONE?  That of ACB ONEs weapon gurus, also known as the Gunners Mates, most notably receives that job.

 
The life of a Gunners Mate is a lonely one, always restricted from the grandeur of the populace confined to the cold imagery of the battalions armory. Yet there is no love loss, for the role of the Gunners Mate is one of value, and is completed with great pride.  It is the sole ambition and primary function of the battalion’s armory personnel to provide the highest scale of training and expertise upon all weaponry and all armament within the PHIBCB ONE Table of Allowance to all ACB ONE personnel. The Gunners Mates themselves have different opinions pertaining to the rewards and glories of their rating.  “I love to teach.  Knowledge is the well from which all must drink, lest they wither and fall as would the desert rose, so on that they must partake, and pour vitality into thine soul.”  Says GM2 Andrew Palacio.  Whereas on a different approach GM3 Gabrial Davies states “ Hell, its cool just to blow stuff up!”

  
Yet aside of instruction, the armory personnel of PHIBCB ONE maintain other roles as well.  They maintain the battalion’s armory, prepare live fire ranges, maintain and insure all weaponry within the battalion’s TOA is in proper operational order.  Hence should any weapon malfunction; the Gunners Mates are well equipped with the resources and knowledge to bring it up to speed.  “The job seems simple enough, sure there is a fair amount of down time, but not everyone understands the level of responsibility.  Safety is always a huge issue, not just for those we instruct and train but ourselves as well; you never know what will occur on a live fire range.  Inventory and accountability are also a large part of our protocol, for any mishaps and discrepancies can leave you in prison for the rest of your days.  Most assume it’s all about cleaning rifles, but honestly, they don’t know the half of it!” Says GM1 (SW) Russell Sampson.

  
With their expertise breaking through the complacency of a sunny stereotypical San Diego day, could the Gunners Mates maintain their protocol and complete their role for the battalion when confronted with a true to life mission? That question was brought forth on January 1st of 2003 when ACB ONE was ordered to depart for Kuwait in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM, wherein PHIBCB ONE’s Gunners Mates were instructed to pack and depart with zealous speed, being seemingly thrown into the unknown.  “It was crazy!  We had to prepare everything in less than three days.  I was a bit nervous, but I knew the people I worked with well, and I felt if anything, together we would succeed.” GM3 Cynthia Guereque stated.

  
Did they succeed?  They did so and with flying colors. Over the duration of Operation ENDURING / IRAQI FREEDOM, the Gunners Mates fulfilled there goals and objectives through rigorous training upon all weapons utilized to young and old, facilitating ammunition transfers and weapons issue, as well as working alongside the US ARMY as well as numerous US NAVY tenet commands in the facilitation of the Camp Patriot armory compound in support of all security and transcending forces within the vicinity.  With all such accomplishments there were learning lessons as well.  There were negligent discharges in multiple commands re-emphasizing safety and training on all fronts, as well as inventory problems concerning tenet commands within the armory compound.  Such occurrences were learned from and resolved accordingly. 

  
Now, with life seemingly slowing to that of the norm, the question was posed would the Gunners Mates of PHIBCB ONE return to Kuwait (willingly) given all they had seen and endured? GM3 Rios best responds by the following: “Hell yeah, if there’s a mission, I’ll find a way!”

