ACB-1 Makes Camp Patriot the Coolest Place in Kuwait

By CE1 (SCW) Steven J. Poellinger

With “Can Do” spirit, the Seabees of Amphibious Construction Battalion One, Coronado, CA, along with members of Amphibious Construction Battalion Two, Little Creek, VA, are striving to make Camp Patriot the most comfortable place to be in the Gulf Theater. In what may be the largest air conditioning project ever undertaken by a Naval Construction Battalion, the three million dollar project provided cooling equipment in every berthing, administration, galley, and recreation tent as well as four existing barracks.  While developing the A/C contract, camp planners took the opportunity to significantly enhance the camp power generation and distribution systems. The centralized power generation plant with a streamlined distribution network created a more reliable system. This upgrade will allow most of the smaller generators to be eliminated, reducing the preventative maintenance and refueling workload and consequently saving money over the long term.

Execution of the work depended heavily on the partnership developed between the U.S. Navy, Al-Bahar (Caterpillar), and Al-Yousifi (York Air Conditioning). The successful teamwork of these entities led to the completion of the work in just 45 days from contract award, effectively beating the summer heat. Prior to award, the projected timeline was considered to be overly optimistic; however, everyone executed their part in order to meet deadlines.  Local contractors performed much of the labor-intensive work for the berthing areas and the construction electrician (CE) and utilitiesman (UT) shops provided quality assurance while simultaneously maintaining security of the camp. Having the contractors conduct the heavy labor allowed project supervisors to maximize the training opportunities for the junior personnel. “ I want to make sure that the younger electricians get some quality hands-on training for the proper high voltage termination technique on a large transformer and distribution connection cabinet,” according to CE2 Rob Chilton of Catawba, VA, one of the projects supervisors.  Meanwhile, the planning, estimating, and installation of equipment for the pre-existing buildings were conducted entirely by military forces.

Four 1000- kilowatt Caterpillar generators were installed to handle the massive electrical load required by the air conditioning units that serve over 350 tents. Three additional 720- kilowatt generators will pick up the remainder of the camp’s power and lighting loads. When fully operational, the plant will produce up to 6- megawatts of power and roughly 29 million BTUs of air conditioning. “ A CE and UT may go their entire career and never see a project of this magnitude. We are generating enough electricity, and installing enough A/C units to power and cool a small U.S. city,” explained the UT shop supervisor, UT1 (SCW) Robert Carr of Gloucester City, NJ. 

The mission of ACB-1 and ACB-2 includes support of the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps with an elevated causeway system (ELCAS), an off-shore petroleum discharge system (OPDS), the reverse osmosis water purification unit (ROWPU), and an expeditionary camp. Providing air conditioning is yet one more way in which the Seabees are providing quality of life support to the residents of Camp Patriot.

