A Joint Medical Clinic

The shallow-water port of Camp Patriot, Kuwait has become a busy point of offload for war materials sent to support Operation Iraqi Freedom.  As war preparations intensified in the early part of 2003, a small community of gravel roads and canvas homes began to emerge from the desert here.  Camp Patriot was born.  A daily influx of U.S. troops surged the population of this developing community, and seemingly overnight, the logistical requirements of supporting this sprawl began to grow as well.  It was not long before the unit-level medical personnel accompanying the influx became insufficient; a better solution was needed.


Commander, Amphibious Group Three, issued the order, and the Joint Medical Clinic (JMC), Camp Patriot, was born.  Occupying part of a condemned building made functional with help from the SeaBees, CAPT McDonald, Master Chief Suarez, and Senior Chief Bollinger traveled from San Diego, California to Camp Patriot to build the clinic.  Before long, corpsmen and medics from tenant units in Camp Patriot were working alongside one another in a combined effort of providing care to the myriad of personnel working and living in the growing camp. Early on, however, the solution was not enough.


Transient units and operational requirements at Camp Patriot prevented sufficient numbers of personnel from permanently staffing the bustling clinic.  In order to meet the demands created by busy port operations, more personnel would be necessary.  The request was sent to BUMED in early 2003; Joint Medical Clinic, Camp Patriot needed its very own personnel.  Shore commands Navy-wide were alerted of the need, and from sea to shining sea, Navy Medicine contributed.  Between February and March of 2003, more than twenty personnel arrived bringing with them a fabulous inventory of skills and experience.


Very quickly, a burgeoning group of personnel from Navy, Army, and Coast Guard units, both active and reserve, permanent and transient, began to form.  Medical personnel from coalition nations would occasionally assist as well. Group training and cross training were conducted daily, responsibilities were assigned, capabilities and confidence grew, and a quick camaraderie developed amongst the unlikely crew.    


Today, under the leadership of CAPT Sladek and Master Chief Boldin, the JMC has become nearly a full-service clinic.  Sick call is run three times daily and is backed up by x-ray capabilities, a growing laboratory, and the expertise of very knowledgeable doctors, Physician’s Assistants, and Independent Duty Corpsmen.  A Preventive Medicine Department keeps a watchful eye on the camp, EMTs respond to emergencies, and Physical Therapy technicians exercise injured joints.  Immunizations are administered as needed, CBR medications are issued, and overnight patients receive fabulous care in an improvised ward.


With the assistance it receives from tenant and transient medical personnel, JMC has even been able to extend its capabilities further into the theater.  JMC personnel augment a busy clinic in another port of north of Camp Patriot.  Units operating in Iraq do so with the services of JMC corpsmen, and occasional supply convoys heading into Iraq receive further medical personnel.  The effort and teamwork invested by all has matured into a very functional medical presence in Camp Patriot.


The excitement of the clinic is bolstered by the demanding conditions in which care is provided and by the interesting taskings the clinic receives.  Between suturing patients while wearing gas masks, shooting x-rays with antiquated equipment, and performing ambulance runs in sand storms, JMC personnel find ways to make themselves even more vital.  Most recently, JMC’s laboratory was handed tubes of dolphin blood to analyze.  HM2 John Diem rose to the task helping to ensure the Navy dolphins can continue their vital mine-searching mission.


Thus, in the hustle and bustle of Camp Patriot you will find the Navy’s newest clinic.  We’re an eclectic bunch, but whether helping Navy SEALS or Navy dolphins, Joint Medical Clinic, Camp Patriot, stands ready to support Operation Iraqi Freedom.


The following commands have contributed personnel to Joint Medical Clinic, Kuwait Navy Base:

Amphibious Construction Battalion One, San Diego, California

Amphibious Construction Battalion Two, Little Creek, Virginia

Amphibious Craft Unit One, San Diego, California

Amphibious Craft Unit Five, Camp Pendleton, California

Army 1st Battalion, 293rd Infantry, Ft Wayne, Indiana

Army 43rd Medical Detachment, Veterinary Services, Ft Hood, Texas

Beach Master Unit One, San Diego, California

Coast Guard Port Security Unit 311, Long Beach, California

Coast Guard Port Security Unit 313, Tacoma, Washington

Commander, Amphibious Group Three, San Diego, California

Naval Ambulatory Care Center Newport, Newport, Rhode Island

Naval Ambulatory Care Center Portsmouth, Portsmouth, Virginia

Naval Coastal Warfare Group One


Mobile Inshore Undersea Warfare 109, Texas


Inshore Boat Unit 11, Seattle, Washington


Inshore Boat Unit 13, Portland, Oregon

Naval Hospital Balboa, San Diego, California

Naval Hospital Great Lakes, Great Lakes, Illinois

Navy Medical Center San Diego, San Diego, California

Navy Medical Clinic Quantico, Quantico Virginia

HM2(FMF) Christopher LaVesser

Joint Medical Clinic, Camp Patriot

Naval Hospital Great Lakes

