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Keeping Up With Gas Mask Maintenance 

By
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Every Tuesday from 0700 to 0800, the service of having your gas mask cleaned is offered, located in front of the female showers.  Everyone is highly encouraged to participate because maintaining cleanliness of your gas mask is very important.


When you arrive in front of the female showers to have your mask cleaned, you are greeted by HT1 Maio.  If you have the MCU-2/P, you should remove your protective shield and canister, and for those people who have the M40A1 gas mask, you should remove your protective lenses, canister and the second skin.  The protective shield/lenses, and second skin are washed in a bleach-water mixture and then rinsed.  The mask, not including the head harness, is then washed in the bleach-water mixture and then rinsed.  The reason the head harness is not put into the bleach-water mixture is to prevent deterioration of the elasticity.  The use of bleach or mild detergent are the only cleaning compounds that should be used when cleaning the mask.  Alcohol pads are not to be used because they degrade the integrity of the mask by eating at the rubber portions of the mask.


Taking the canister out of the mask before dunking the mask into the water is crucial.  The water will get inside the filter and ruin the canister rendering it useless.


Before putting the mask back together and into the holder, you want to make sure that the mask and parts have had sufficient time to air dry.


Now, why is all this important?  Why do you want to take the time out of your very busy schedule to have your mask cleaned?  “We have been putting our masks on quite a few times in the past few days and all the dust storms that have been blowing through KNB, there are germs and dirt collecting inside your mask.” Says HT1 Maio,  “All this can disrupt your vision, make you sick, or even prevent you from getting that required seal.”


Whether you utilize this service that is offered or clean your mask on your own, make sure that you use proper cleaning solutions, and kill all the germs that are inside, and do not damage or lose any of the parts,


These masks will save your life, why not take the time to properly maintain it.    

