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     “Never in the history of the PHIB Seabee’s has it been so important to learn and understand Seabee Combat Warfare.”  These were the words uttered by Camp Patriot’s first Seabee, Equipment Operator Third Class (Seabee Combat Warfare) Justin Jeffers from Collinsville, Illinois, upon receiving the Seabee Combat Warfare designation within two weeks after arrival to Kuwait for Operation “Enduring/Iraqi Freedom”.

     With warfare qualifications becoming mandatory for all enlisted personnel in the pay grade E-5 and above on sea duty, and assigned to a qualifying unit, the men and women of Amphibious Construction Battalion One and Two have shown unprecedented intensity towards achievement of their warfare qualifications.  Upon arrival to the theater of operations, the initial construction efforts in the building of a 4,500-person field camp left many personnel dog tired at the end of the workday.  Although training for the program began soon after initial construction efforts were well underway, attendance was slim, seeing class sizes below five personnel.  

     With the start of the war pending, the Battalion’s Training Officer LCDR Dale Tysor from Douglasville, Georgia made a major push to increase attendance numbers.  Compiling a list of qualified personnel, he assigned subject matter experts to instruct key topics of the warfare program, establishing a rigid training regime.  Faced with the dilemma of dwindling attendance numbers, he made a major advertisement push, publishing training notes in the Camp Patriot Plan of the Day, and making announcements during various staff meetings.  Class sizes dramatically increased by 400%, reaching an average daily attendance of twenty students.

     Real world contingent operations reflect the training through Seabee Combat Warfare qualifications.  Mess Specialist Second Class (Seabee Combat Warfare) Robert Caesar from Yonkers, New York stated:  “Tactical convoy operations for re-supply of potable water, Meals Ready to Eat (MRE’s), and numerous other logistics for life sustainment has become a reality.  With each convoy conducted, the threat of ambush by enemy forces requires immediate action of all personnel in the convoy for success.  The Seabee Combat Warfare program has prepared me in performing this vital mission.”   Seabee Combat Warfare training ranges from general military tactics to chemical, biological, and radiological protection and decontamination.  Upon designation as Seabee Combat Warfare, qualified members have gained extensive knowledge in combat operations pertaining directly towards Seabee’s contingent missions whether assigned to a Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB), Amphibious Construction Battalion (ACB) or Underwater Construction Team (UCT).

     To date, five personnel have achieved their designation as Seabee Combat Warfare while deployed.  Through a rigid training program, these numbers will undoubtedly increase ten fold over the period of the deployment.  Currently nine personnel are preparing for their formal qualification board and subsequent designation.  Waterfront Operations Chief, Boatswain Chief Petty Officer (Air Warfare) Juan Iraheta from Roseberg, Oregon is one of these motivated individuals in the process of achieving his Seabee Combat Warfare qualifications and stated: “I consider myself fortunate for the opportunity of being in a command to earn an additional warfare device.  Each platform has its own specific contingent missions and one must employ the knowledge gained to contribute towards the success of the command.  Having served with the Amphibious Seabees, I now have a greater respect for their community and what they bring to the fight.”

     As the Command Master Chief, it is my responsibility to manage the Seabee Combat Warfare program for the Battalion.  The program we have instituted is without a doubt making a serious impact on mission readiness of the command, keeping with the Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy’s philosophy of “mission first”.  Our Seabee’s relish in the fact that their participation in the Seabee Combat Warfare program is ensuring the mission of the Battalion always comes first.
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