CAMP PATRIOT GUARDIAN ANGELS

By MACM(SW) Rich Carpenter

     “Hostility toward America is a religious duty” and “It is far better for anyone to kill a single American soldier than to squander his efforts on other activities,” according to Osama Bin Laden.  These are the words and intentions of our enemies.  Terrorism is an ongoing and constant threat to U.S. military forces, thereby making the force protection mission at Camp Patriot essential in ensuring it becomes a “Hard Target” against terrorism.

     An often inglorious and unappreciated job, the 45 “Bees” of the PHIBCB ONE Force Protection (FP) platoon stepped up and accepted this vital force protection responsibility at one of the largest camps ever built and managed by PHIBCB ONE.  Constantly assessing the threat to the camp, the FP platoon continuously implemented protective security measures, many of which were invisible to the untrained eye.  The security measures at times may have seemed inconvenient, but the alternative was unthinkable.

     “Simply being in the military is a risky business,” offered MACM(SW) Rich Carpenter, the PHIBCB ONE Force Protection OIC.  “Military personnel are at risk during routine training exercises as well as being deployed to foreign countries, especially those countries with active terrorist groups.  Our force protection mission is to minimize those risks and accomplish the mission with minimal loss of personnel, property, equipment and supplies,” he further added.

     In the traditional Seabee “Can Do” spirit, the FP platoon, comprised of “Bees” from all four of the battalion’s companies, provided an “around the clock” force protection presence while manning several armed entry control points, roving patrols and a quick reaction force.  With the highest degree of professionalism and vigilance, they worked long and stressful days providing stringent security measures protecting over 3,900 coalition forces from potential terrorist and criminal threats.  Their aggressiveness and attention-to-detail during vehicle and pedestrian searches were instrumental in deterring weapons and explosives from being smuggled into the camp.  “Our job is to provide a safe and secure camp,” added EO2(SCW) David Joubert, one of the platoon’s four squad leaders.  “People need to be comfortable knowing that when they are in the camp, force protection is on the job ensuring their safety and security.”

     In addition to their normal force protection watches, FP personnel were hard at work “hardening” and securing the camp.  They filled sandbags, assisted in building “scud” bunkers, designed and placed a concrete and concertina barrier around the camp perimeter, and built and sandbagged guard shacks.  The FP Platoon continues their part in ensuring that Camp Patriot remains a hard target.

