PAO ARTICLE:             BEACH SUPPORT COMMAND

                                        “BSC, the heart of Camp Patriot”

                                                 By:  EA1(SCW) Adams

Just like any other business or operation there must be a centralized controlling point.  That centralized point here at Camp Patriot is known as the BSC.  “If you have a problem or question about Camp Operations or services you can always go to the BSC to get the answers”, said YNSN Eric Dylan Mitchell from Dallas, Texas.  The BSC is literally the vital nerve center for all operations under the Naval Support Element (NSE).

   
 The BSC is managed by the Operations Officer from ACB-1, Lt. Cmdr. George N. Suther of Alanta, GA and the Operations Chief BMCS Deondra Quarles of Panola, AL.; along with members from the ACB-1 Training and Engineering department.
The Beach Support Command (BSC) is a command and control watch station that works directly for the Commander Naval Support Element (CNSE) Capt. Vincent Racanelli in support of the following operations: Maritime Preposition Force (MPF) and Joint Logistics Over the Shore (JLOTS) operations. These operations consist of the Offshore Petroleum Discharge System (OPDS), Amphibious Bulk Liquid Transfer System (ABLTS), Elevated Causeway System Modular (ELCAS-M), Roll on Roll Off discharge platform  (RORO).

 
 The BSC is comprised of three watch teams, that monitor several radio nets, status charts, convoy movements, camp security, and emergency response actions.  According to SWC Ron Davis, BSC Watch Officer, of Medford, OR. “You really have to be on the ball and able to focus on many simultaneous operations.  A lack of communication and coordination can result in a set back of operational goals.”  The watch teams are responsible for providing real time information on material status, location of craft and lighterage in the operational area.  They are also responsible for collecting and maintaining an accurate status on all camp facility requirements, i.e. water, fuel, unit movement, CESE, etc. 


Recently, the BSC was challenged in providing support services for a 4,500 personnel field service camp and the offload of eleven MPF ships.  “This is a huge undertaking for ACB-1. Our camp size is normally only a 1200 man-camp. This camp is almost four times the size!” said EA3 Christopher M. Martin of Wilsonville, OR.  “Life in the BSC is like travelling down a freeway. You can go from zero to sixty in less than a second.  It requires quick thinking, the ability to make precise decisions and quick actions.  You never no what to expect from day to day, but life in the BSC is challenging” according to SN Erolinda A. Sandoval of San Francisco, CA.

          Since the War movement has slowed and the regeneration phase has begun.  The BSC is now providing a unique service, Flag Detail service.  This service has turned out to be extremely popular with the troops.  You can have a personal flag flown from the Camp Patriot flagpole.  Each flag gets a certificate where by you can customize the name and date.  All certificates are then signed by the “Commodore”, Capt. Donald Cook, Commander Task Group 51.8    
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