ACB-1 ALFA COMPANY COMPLETES 

WEAPONS RANGE PROJECT

AMMUNITION SUPPLY POINT, KUWAIT NAVAL BASE, KUWAIT

By:  LT Mike Chucran, CEC, USN
     In a continuing effort to assist the host nation of Kuwait, Equipment Operators from Amphibious Construction Battalions One and Two have completed construction of a new 300-meter weapons range within the Ammunition Supply Point at the Kuwait Naval Base.  

     What started as an improvement to an existing 300-meter range turned into the construction of a new 300-meter range.  After meeting with the Kuwait Naval Base Public Works Officer it was determined that a new range facility adjacent to the existing range would better suit the needs of the Kuwait military and coalition forces.  This range will be used initially to test HMMWV mounted .50 caliber machine guns that belong to the Kuwaiti military.  

     The project took 30 days and was completed on March 30th.  1,782 man-hours were spent moving tons of earth constructing two 300-meter berms 35 feet tall and one 50-meter berm that was 45 feet tall.  

     The crew consisted of six personnel from the PHIB Seabees.  The Project Supervisor, EO1 Streicher, of Spokane, WA, was on-site from day one and witnessed the progress as 64,000 cubic yards of earth were moved.  “This project was a golden opportunity for the Seabees to shine.  We took a flat dirt field and creating three small mountains in 30 days while giving our operators a chance to spend quality time on the bread and butter of our profession.”  

     The workhorses throughout the project were the bulldozers.  Three D7G Bulldozers were utilized non-stop throughout the project.  Of course bulldozers are useless without having the skill and expertise of Alfa Company’s excellent Equipment Operators at the helm.  

     “This has been the best project I’ve been on since being out here,” said Project Crew Leader, EO2 Stugart from Williamsport, PA.  

     This project afforded many of the company’s junior personnel a significant amount of stick time in a bulldozer and the senior petty officers an opportunity to lead.      

     This new range was built adjacent to an existing 300-meter range and will be used by a variety of weapons from 9mm pistols to .50 caliber machine guns and everything else in between.  This project ensures that the fighting men and women from the coalition forces are better prepared and trained to execute the mission.  

