ACB-1 SEABEES STRONGBACK CAMP PATRIOT

By  PH3 Aaron Pineda

For the past two months Seabees from Amphibious Construction Battalions ONE (homeport San Diego)  and Amphibious Construction Battalion TWO (homeport Little Creek, VA) have been working hard ”strongbacking” the camp at Kuwait Naval Base. For those unfamiliar with this term, it’s the process of converting a standard GP medium tent into a “strongback” tent. Tent poles are replaced with a solid framed body constructed by 2x4’s. This offers not only greater protection from the elements: dust storms, wind, and rain, but also a greater degree of living comfort.

“Along with enhancing our quality of life here, the decision to strongback our tents is one phase of camp development that transitions the expeditionary tents into more stable and long lasting places of berthing”, LT Jay Bieszke (Camp OIC) reflects.

The strongback process begins in the prefabrication yard where a cut crew manufactures everything from the stairs, ridgebeams, and hip rafters down to the floors. Next this prefabricated material makes it’s way to another builder crew where it is erected, and then later “skinned”, a term used to describe the process of pulling the tent tarp over the 2x4 frame. 

One of the challenges that faces the crews involved in the strongbacking process here at Camp Patriot is working with uncooperative soil. The ground, which is comprised of either hardened sand, or gravel, has made it difficult for the crews to obtain an even level, a crucial step for proper construction. EACN Sanchez of ACB-2 comments on some of these obstacles and what steps were taken to overcome them.

“The hardest thing to work with is compact soil. This ground is very hard, and it’s been tough getting an even level for flooring in some instances. If we make a mistake, not getting the right level and start to build, eventually we’ll have to start all over again because all the wood is prefabricated and won’t align right.  We’ve had to do a lot of cutting, and filling in some areas to compensate for the drastic changes of elevation.”

In spite of tough ground, weather that ranges from hot to cold, and sandstorms, the crews have constructed an average of 5 to 6 strongbacks a day.  Currently, 210 of the projected 270 expeditionary tents have been converted to strongbacks.  ACB-1 deployed to Kuwait in January 2003 to construct a throughput camp for forces moving forward in support of "Operation Iraqi Freedom."  The hard working Amphibious Construction Battalion Seabees continue to make these much appreciated camp enhancements.  

