Greetings ACB-1 Family,

I am Capt Eric Odderstol, the new Commanding Officer of the best Seabee Battalion in the world and am ecstatic and absolutely energized about the truly superior professional men and women of ACB-1.

The dedication and support of our families here at home has been critical to the highly successful mission accomplishments of ACB-1 in support of Operations ENDURING FREEDOM and IRAQI FREEDOM.  We couldn’t have done it without you!  I am proud to be associated with such a first-rate family and to lead the way ahead as we focus on the return home of our remaining deployed Seabees and equipment, and make preparations for the challenges that lie ahead.

As mentioned on a previous update from Capt Racanelli, the redeployment home of ACB-1 service members is occurring over several phases based on continuing deployed mission requirements.  The longer-term mission requirements there involve other branches of the military and we are currently conducting a turnover of services to them as we transition ACB-1 out of the theater. So far we have completed the “Camp Build up/ship debark” and “Camp Sustainment” phases.  The personnel associated with these phases have already returned home.  We are nearing completion of the 3rd phase, “Camp Breakdown”, and expect those associated personnel to redeploy home by the end of August.  Completion of the 4th Phase,  “Packed Gear Care Taker”, is expected in early September and we expect those associated personnel to redeploy home by mid September.  The final phase is the completion of the backload of all the remaining ships.  While the redeployment of the personnel associated with the last phase depends on some variables beyond our control, we are currently tracking and expecting them to be home in sometime late November in time for Thanksgiving dinner.

I know and completely understand that there has been a lot of personal sacrifice in support of your loved one’s prolonged deployment.  I join the rest of our Nation in extending to you grateful appreciation for your enduring support.  I am committed to ensuring your Seabee is provided the safest and most rewarding work environment possible in which she/he can serve our country. Thank you for making a difference.

