6 MAY 03

Hi, this is CAPT Racanelli, CO, ACB-1, with an update from the field as of 6 MAY 03.  Our Seabees continue to make dramatic improvements to Camp Patriot.  Since my last update, we have erected 4 tension fabric structures to replace the galley, two MWR tents and equipment maintenance tent.  These structures provide substantially improved facilities in support of our base camp mission.  Both the new AT&T phone bank and Exchange internet café are now operational and getting a lot of use.  We are continuing to conduct Joint Logistics Over the Shore (JLOTS) operations in support of US military and coalition forces.  Our barge ferries and crews have been working 24 hours a day to support backload operations of British transports and US Army ships.  The Elevated Causeway System (ELCAS), Modular (M) has been a pivotal asset in helping us keep pace with backloading of containers.  We are continuing to provide essential support for the redeployment of Marine amphibious forces.  We have assisted with material handling equipment operations, construction of temporary wash racks, and berthing and messing of Marine personnel returning from Iraq.  The days are becoming very hot as we approach summer here in Kuwait.  We are taking all of the necessary precautions including sun screen and increasing our intake of water.  You can be very proud of our Seabees from ACB-1 as they continue to provide top notch support at Camp Patriot.  We have started planning our redeployment, but do not have any specific dates yet.  We will let you all know back home as soon as we do.  We will continue to send photos and articles home to be posted on our web site. We really appreciate the efforts and support of our personnel, family and friends back home.

