21 MAY 03

Hi, this is CAPT Racanelli, CO, ACB-1, with an update from the field as of 21 MAY 03.  Our Seabees have truly done an outstanding job in making Camp Patriot the best camp in Kuwait.  We continue to do our best to maintain the camp in top condition.  This has been especially challenging with the on-set of the desert heat in Kuwait as the high temperatures are typically over 100 degrees each day now.  Our Seabees have been up to the challenges in every respect.  Camp company continues to make improvements in the camp under the most adverse conditions.  Transportation company, elevated causeway system (ELCAS) crews, and barge ferry crews continue to provide around the clock support in transporting Army and USMC equipment and cargo back to the ships to return home.  Our mechanics have kept the construction equipment operating at all times.  Our Beach Support Watch Office (BSWO) and Lighterage Repair ensure our barge ferries are ready to get underway at a moments notice and our Beach Support Command (BSC) controls all of the operations without a hitch.  Our Camp Requirements Office has worked professionally throughout the deployment to ensure tenant command requirements are met on time.  Our Safety Office continues to ensure that Camp Patriot is a safe working environment for all.   Our MWR facilities continue to provide outstanding recreation for residents of Camp Patriot and troops returning from Iraq.  Our Force Protection crews continue to keep a sharp lookout to ensure we are safe.  Our mission tasks from higher headquarters for the rest of the deployment are to continue to operate Camp Patriot and to assist in the redeployment of forces from Iraq back home.   As part of this effort we will continue to conduct Joint Logistics Over the Shore operations in backloading Army cargo onto ships and will support the backload of USMC cargo back onto Maritime Prepositioning Force ships.  When these missions are complete we will be able to return home.  We are working detailed plans for our redeployment, but do not have any dates when we will return home.  I will keep you posted on any developments.     

