20 APR 03

Hi, this is CAPT Racanelli, CO, ACB-1, with an update from the field as of 20 APR 03.  Our Seabees continue to perform in an outstanding manner and never cease to impress all of the commands at Camp Patriot.  We completed installation of strongback frames for all of the tents during this period.  Our Seabees also assisted a construction contractor in upgrading the camp power and installing air conditioning in all of the tents, just in time as the temperatures are approaching 100 degrees.  We completed construction of a tent facility for the AT&T phone bank, which should be operational by the end of next week.  We are currently in the process of erecting seven tension fabric structures that will replace the existing galley tents, chapel, movie and TV tents, and provide new shops and maintenance tents.  Our Seabees completed the construction of a 1,400 ft Elevated Causeway System (ELCAS), Modular (M), which is a pier system that will assist in offloading ammunition containers for the war effort in Iraq.  Our Seabees worked in two shifts covering 24 hours of operations, enabling completion of the pier facility in 18 days.  Our barge ferry and SLWT crews have continued to conduct in-stream offloads of critical ammunition from supply ships for the war effort.  Equipment operators continue to be extremely busy with construction and convoy operations and our mechanics have done a superb job in keeping the equipment up and running.  Our galley personnel have been hard at work in launching the new daily lunch meal, consisting of soup and sandwiches as well as chips and ice cream, which is a welcome change to the MRE.  Supply department is doing an outstanding job of getting the materials here when we need them and admin continues to provide top notch support in processing the paper work ahead of schedule.  Force protection personnel continue to keep us safe under very arduous conditions including 90 degree temperatures and dust storms.  The first batch of photos including group photos and our Seabees hard at work on Camp Patriot projects and offload operations has been sent to homeport for posting on our new ACB-1 web site which should be operational by the end of the week.  We plan to provide updated photos on a monthly basis.  We really appreciate the efforts of our personnel, family and friends back home.

